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Second Quarter Newsletter 2017 - Mayor’s Message 

 

The budget was approved at the March 2 regular Council Meeting by Councilmembers 

Deady, Edelman and Weber.  After Councilmember Weber introduced his substitute 

budget on December 15, there was much controversy over the validity of the amend-

ments and the fact that the budget amendments did not balance.  The Mayor’s budget 

was adopted as a temporary, emergency budget at a Special Council Meeting on Decem-

ber 27, 2016, through March 31, 2017, with some restrictions.  After the Mayor made 

some concessions on several amendments to the Mayor’s budget with Councilmember 

Weber during the previous week, Councilmember Weber voted in favor of the amended 

budget to be in affect through the end of the year 2017. 

 Roberts Drive Construction Update 

The Water Line Extension construction along Roberts started on February 27. The water 

line will serve the Master Planned Development, The Villages and improve service to the 

west side of town, also known as Morganville. It is estimated the project will be finished 

around the end of May.  Goodfellow Bros. Inc is the contractor. The City is working dili-

gently with the contractor to keep traffic impacts at a minimum. They have been provid-

ing us weekly updates on the progress, which we have been posting to the City’s website. 

  

The project was broken into three phases. The first section is SR169 to the Black Diamond 

Library. The second is the Library to the Rock Creek Bridge and the third is the Bridge to 

The Villages (Ten Trails), on the west side of town. Work started on the phase 1 first, then 

they also started the 3rd phase a few weeks later. They are trying to install the new line 

quickly so there will be a shorter amount of time with traffic impacts to the city. The 

bridge crossing will take place towards the end of April. Beginning May, we are working 

with the contractor to have minimal closures and delays. We understand the challenges 

and inconveniences that citizens are experiencing and appreciate your patience and un-

derstanding.  

Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at  
360-886-5700. 
 

 

Carol Benson, Mayor, City of Black Diamond 

 

*   City Council Officials* 

    - Mayor, Carol Benson 

           Councilmembers      

 -Tamie Deady 

 -Erika Morgan 

 -Janie Edelman 

 -Brian Weber 

   Boater Education 2 

Stormwater Education-

Pet Waste 

2 

Vessel Safety Inspection 2 

Lifeline Utility Discount 

Program 

3 

Lake Sawyer  

Regulations 

3 

City Contacts/Meeting 

Schedules 

4 

Inside this issue: 
 

Mayor ’s Message 

A Quarterly Newsletter              

April/May/June 2017 Volume 10, Issue 2 

City offices will be closed on 

Monday, May 29 in  
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The Black Diamond Police Department wishes you a safe and fun 
upcoming marine season on Lake Sawyer. Consider the following 
safety tips:  

Free Vessel Safety Inspections 
Take advantage of a free Vessel Safety Check 
from the Police Department. We offer compli-
mentary boat examinations to verify the pres-
ence and condition of certain Safety Equipment required by State 
and Federal regulations. Free of charge, we'll check out your boat 
and make helpful boating safety tips and recommendations. Call 
(253) 631-1012 for more information.  

 

Boater Education 

All boaters 12-60 years of age are required to take an approved 
boaters education course and carry their card while driving a boat 
on Washington’s waterways 

 

State law requires all vessels (including canoes, kayaks and stand-up pad-
dle boards) must have at least one properly fitted U.S. Coast Guard 
(USCG) approved life jacket (Personal Flotation Device) for each person on 
the boat. In addition to that requirement: 

USCG - approved Type IV (throwable) flotation device must on 

board vessels 16 feet or longer. Canoes and kayaks are exempt from this 

requirement.  

Children 12 years old and younger must wear a USCG approved life jacket 

at all times when underway in a vessel less than 19 feet in length, unless 

in a fully enclosed area.  

Each person on board a personal watercraft (PWC) and anyone being 

towed behind a boat must wear a USCG approved life jacket.   

Boating Under the Influence (BUI) 

If your boating plans include drinking, make sure you have a designated a 
sober driver before you head out for the day. 

As loyal as dogs are, one should wonder if they take 
any pleasure in knowing that, when they go to the 
bathroom on a walk, we’ll reach into a bag and pick up 
after them. While it may give our dogs some pleasure, 
picking up after our pets isn’t the greatest experience 
we can have. Not everyone cleans up after their pets 
because, quite frankly, it’s kind of gross. 

 

Nevertheless, it is something that all pet owners need 
to do, especially when out in public places. It’s not 
something we should do just because there’s the po-
tential for someone else to step in it. In pet waste, 
there are harmful parasites and bacteria, including 
fecal coliform bacteria, which can spread diseases like 
giardia, salmonella, and others. 

 

When rain falls or snow melts, the stormwater runoff 
can flow through pet waste and carry these parasites 
and bacteria into our water ways. It’s not just pet 
waste out in public places the leads to this problem; 
it’s also pet waste in our yards. It’s anywhere there’s 
potential for water to enter the stormwater system or 
to enter directly into a lake or stream. Water that en-
ters the stormwater system does not typically receive 
treatment prior to entering streams and lakes. 

 

Let’s think about the number of dogs there are in 
Black Diamond. Let’s assume one dog for every five 
people. That’s about 860 dogs in the City. The average 
dog produces about ¾ pounds of poop every day, 
which would be 645 pounds per day in Black Diamond, 
over 115 tons each year, just in Black Diamond. 

 

How can you help? It’s simple, just clean up after your 
pet. In your yard, use a shovel or a bag and toss it in 
your garbage. Out for a walk? Use a small bag and pick 
it up. Sure it’s warm and the aroma isn’t pleasing, but 
it’s just one of the responsibilities of pet owners. If we 
all do our part, the impact will be minimized. For more 

information, check out Puget 
Sound Starts Here: 

 http://
pugetsoundstartshere.org/
scoop-poop/ 

 

Stormwater Education~ 
Pet Waste 

http://pugetsoundstartshere.org/scoop-poop/
http://pugetsoundstartshere.org/scoop-poop/
http://pugetsoundstartshere.org/scoop-poop/
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Lifeline Utility Discount Program Enrollment   

Period ends May 31 

 

Black Diamond’s Lifeline Utility Rate Relief Program is an annu-

al discount program to help low-income seniors 62 years or older and low-income 

permanently disabled persons with their water, sewer and stormwater bills.  Resi-

dents who are low-income and on kidney dialysis at home can apply for a water 

rate discount as well.  The Lifeline Program provides discount relief of up to 50% 

from Black Diamond base utility rates.  Black Diamond's annual enrollment period 

is in May with applications due to the City by May 31. In order to stay on the dis-

count program, households need to reapply each year.  Members currently on the 

program will be receiving new applications by mail in April.  Applications are also 

available at City Hall and on the City’s website. 

A. Noise Restrictions. It is a civil infraction to use or operate any vessel powered by motor power on Lake Sawyer unless the ves-
sel propulsion system is: (1) a water cooled outboard engine of stock manufacture or a stock manufactured inboard engine with an 
outboard drive unit (inboard-outboards) which vents all exhaust gases through the lower drive unit in conjunction with cooling 
water and/or vents at a point on the drive unit which is under water at all times; or (2) is a water cooled direct drive inboard en-
gine or other type of engine equipped with a muffler, silencer or other device or mechanism of sufficient size and capacity to effec-
tively muffle and reduce noise similar to that of outboards and inboard/outboards. This includes both propeller and jet propulsion 
vessel.  
B. Allowable Speeding and Hours. Vessels may exceed the speed limit of five miles per hour between the hours of two p.m. 
and seven p.m. on Mondays through Fridays and from eleven a.m. to three p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays. The maxi-
mum speed allowable during "speeding hours" shall be thirty-six miles per hour. Vessels operating in excess of five miles per 
hour with or without someone in tow shall not operate between buoys and shorelines and within one hundred feet from other 
craft or persons and shall proceed in a "counterclockwise" direction.  
C. Operation Inside Buoy Areas. All motorized vessels shall operate at a no wake speed on shoreline side of buoy areas at all 
times.  
D. Operation of Vessels. No vessel shall be operated in a manner so as to create tight circles in the water, or "donuts."  
E. Water Skiing No vessel which has in tow a person on water skis, aquaplane, surfboard or similar contrivance shall be operated 
or propelled in the waters of the city unless such vessel is occupied by at least two competent persons. (Competent shall be de-
fined as a person responsible and capable of alerting the driver of the boat of any activities that require the attention of the driv-
er.) The primary responsibility of the driver is to operate the vessel and the other person will act as an observer of the person in 
tow. It is the observer's responsibility to immediately inform the driver when a person under tow falls or is otherwise disengaged 
from the tow boat and to immediately raise a signal flag that is at least twelve inches square of bright orange or red material and 
mounted on a twenty-four inch or longer rod. Violation of this subsection shall constitute a misdemeanor. No operator of a vessel 
shall have in tow a person on water skis, aquaplane, knee-board, surfboard or similar contrivance before sunrise or after sunset. 
Violation of this subsection shall constitute a civil infraction.  
All persons being towed by vessel shall wear personal flotation devices that are approved by the United States Coast Guard. 
Violation of this subsection shall constitute a civil infraction.  
F. Required distance from power craft to swimmers and row boats. It is unlawful for any motor-powered craft to be operated 
while the propeller is engaged within fifty feet of any swimmer or any row boat, canoe, or other water con-
veyances on any lake within the city.  
G. Marine Patrol Actions. Marine patrol officers shall have the discretion, depending on the volume of ves-
sels on the lake, to require all boats not staying within the flow of traffic to move their activity to an area be-
tween the shoreline and the buoys described in subsection C of this section.  
H. Aircraft on the Water. All vessels shall keep clear of aircraft landing within any area now or hereafter set 
aside by law for such purpose. Aircraft on the water shall keep clear of all vessels and avoid impeding their 
navigation.  

Memorial Service at Black Diamond  

Cemetery , May 29 at 10:30 a.m. 

Please join the Black Diamond/Maple 

Valley VFW Post 5050 at 10:30 a.m. on 

Memorial Day for a Memorial Service for 

our Veterans at the Black Diamond Cem-

etery. 



ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS UNLESS OTHERWISE 

NOTED. ALL COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE TENTATIVE AND MEETING LOCA-

TIONS ARE NOTED ON THE AGENDA. CHECK WEBSITE FOR ANY CHANGES.  

Community Contacts…... 

 Black Diamond Community Center 

(360) 886-1011     

 Hours of Operation: Monday-Friday 8-4 

 Black Diamond  Post Office         (3 

(360) 886-9429      

 Hours of Operation: Monday-Friday 9-5 

 Black Diamond  Museum/Historical 

Society   (360) 886-2142     

 Hours of Operation: Thursdays 9-4,  Sat & 

Sun 12-3 

 Black Diamond  Library  (360) 886-1105 

  Hours of Operation: Monday, Wednesday 

and Thursday 10-6, Tuesdays 10-6,  

       Saturday 10-5 

CITY HALL  (360) 886-5700   

(253) 631-0351 

PO BOX 599  FAX (360) 886-2592 

24301 ROBERTS DRIVE 

 

PUBLIC WORKS  (360) 886-5700   

(253) 631-0351 

P.O. BOX 599 

24301 ROBERTS DRIVE 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT  

(Mountain View Fire & Rescue) 

(253) 735-0284 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOP-

MENT/NATURAL RESOURCES 

 (360) 886-5700 

PO BOX 599  FAX (360) 886-2592 

24301 ROBERTS DRIVE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MDRT/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 (360) 886-5700 

P.O. BOX 599   FAX (360) 886-2592 

24301 ROBERTS DRIVE 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT  (253) 631-1012 

P.O. BOX 309  FAX (360) 886-2901 

25510 LAWSON STREET 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT - 

NON EMERGENCY NUMBER  

(360) 886-0022 

 

UTILITY AFTER HOURS 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 

(253) 569-0525 

 

MUNICIPAL COURT  (360) 886-7784 

P.O. BOX 599   FAX (360) 886-5354 

25510 LAWSON STREET 

 Administration,  

Mayor Carol Benson 

 

 City Clerk/HR Manager, 

    Brenda L. Martinez, CMC 

 

 Community Development 

 

 Economic Development/MDRT,                

Andrew Williamson 

 

 Public Works 

   Dan DalSanto 

 

 Finance 

   Mayene Miller 

 

 Police 

   Chief Jamey Kiblinger 

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 

25510 LAWSON STREET 

*APRIL 6—7 p.m.  

*APRIL 13—6 p.m. (Work Session)  

*APRIL 2O– 7 p.m. 

*MAY 4—7 p.m. 

*MAY 11– 6 p.m. (Work Session)  

*MAY 18-7 p.m. 

*JUNE 1-7 p.m. 

*JUNE 8-6 p.m. (Work Session)  

*JUNE 15-7 p.m. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS 

25510 LAWSON STREET 

*APRIL 11—6p.m.  

*MAY 9-6 p.m.  

*JUNE 6– 6 p.m. 

 


